COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 24th September 2002 there were present:-

Councillors
Mr. A. M. Lacey, Mayor

                        Mrs. J. A. Marrott, Deputy Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





Mr. C. T. Elsmore





Mr. C. Lusty





Mr. P. A. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Mr. G. Sindrey





Mr. M. T. Weston



Gloucestershire Constabulary

P.C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor’s Mr. M. S. Morgan, Mr. C. P. Kay and County Councillor Peter Chamberlain.

The minutes of meetings of the Council held on Tuesday 30th July and Wednesday 28th August 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G. Sindrey declared an interest in Minute No. 100(a) regarding Phase 3 Proposals and took no part in discussions.

Councillor A. M. Lacey declared an interest in Minute No. 110, Planning Application DF597/1/M – 29 The Links, Coleford.  Councillor Lacey took no part in discussions.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox declared an interest in Minute No. 113, G. Young – RFODC and took no part in discussions.

POLICE REPORT

Chairman A. M. Lacey, Mayor, introduced P. C. Dix who gave the following crime figures for the period 01/09/02 – 17/09/02

Violence against a person

2

Burglary Dwelling


1

Burglary Non-Dwelling

2

Theft from Vehicle


1

Other Theft and Handling

7

Fraud and Forgery


0

Criminal Damage


1

Possession of Drugs


0

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp asked P. C. Dix what the drug situation was at the moment.  In reply, P. C. Dix indicated that the situation was no worse than usual.  He informed members that the Forest of Dean Substance Action Group had a forthcoming meeting on Monday 21st October at Coleford Community Centre at 7.30 pm.

The Police, Gloucestershire Drugs & Alcohol Service, Education Department and various other bodies will be in attendance.  The focus will be on what is being done to tackle substance misuse.

P. C. Dix and his colleague are at the moment visiting Junior Schools in the area with a ‘Learning For Life’ presentation.  They are also going to be attending Lakers School one lunchtime per month so pupils can talk to Rob or Denise in confidence about different issues.

Councillor C. Lusty raised the subject of the new road layout and 30 mph speed limit at Five Acres.  He told members that in his opinion the standard of driving through this area was appalling.  P. C. Dix replied that generally speaking, the traffic is hugely better, whilst a certain percentage break the speed limit, overall the scheme has been relatively successful.

The issue of Policing levels was raised in response to the news that they are about to lose £3.3 million due to government cutbacks.  Councillor M. T. Weston suggested that a letter be sent to MP Diana Organ in support of the Police, making it strongly known how appalled the Council are at this news.  The vast majority of Police already work alone and further cutbacks would make manpower levels seriously low.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

Members agreed to proceed with the following agenda item first so that P. C. Rob Dix could take part in discussions.

100(a)
PHASE 3 PROPOSALS – REPORT ON MEETING WITH COLEFORD CHAMBER OF TRADE (JULY)


Councillor Paul Morgan and P. C. Rob Dix recently attended a meeting with the Coleford Chamber of Trade to discuss the Phase 3 proposals for the alteration of Coleford Town Centre.


The matter was discussed at great length, with the Chamber of Trade strongly against the current options that had been put forward by Halcrow. 


Councillor P. Morgan had drafted a letter to be sent to G.C.C.  Councillor Mike Lacey asked P.C. Dix if he was happy with the contents of the letter.     P. C. Dix replied that he agreed with the views expressed in the letter and that properly prepared plans needed to be drawn up, with special attention being made to the Newland Street parking problems.


Chairman Mike Lacey thanked Councillor Paul Morgan for his time and effort into drafting the letter and outline plans for the alternative option to be submitted to Halcrow.

P. C. Dix left the meeting at 7.35pm.

100(b)
DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER APPRAISAL (JULY AND AUGUST)


Members of the public in attendance were:-


Mr. & Mrs. E. Bradley


The Clerk informed members that the period for comments and observations on the Draft Coleford Conservation Character Appraisal is to be extended for a further six weeks until the 18th October 2002.


This extension of time follows representations received including those from Coleford Town Council together with views expressed at the well-attended public meeting held on the 30th August at Coleford Community Centre.


Clearly the Draft Character Appraisal has raised important issues and some concerns amongst local residents particularly in those areas identified as possible extensions to the existing conservation area.


The Clerk read out the response to the Town Council’s letter, which had been sent to Bill Cronin. 

The Town Councils comment regarding Grant Aid has been noted, which will be considered together with your Council’s other comments.

Members discussed this matter at great length and concluded that a special meeting should be arranged with Bill Cronin as soon as possible, to enable further discussions to take place regarding the responses.

Resolved:  The Clerk to invite Bill Cronin to the next Planning Meeting on the 8th October.


REPORT ON DRAFT – MR IAN STANDING

The Clerk informed members that a report on the Coleford Conservation Area: Character Appraisal and Consultation Draft had been brought in to the office by Mr. Ian Standing of Rock House, Coleford.

At the consultation meeting held on the 30th August, Mr. Standing had mentioned that the texts seemed to contain a number of historical and other errors.  Conservation Officer Bill Cronin suggested that Mr. Standing should report on them.

Mr Standing hopes that the report will be useful to the Town Council in determining its own view on the proposals for extending the Conservation Area.  He also thanks the Town Council for bringing about the extension to the consultation period.

The Clerk informed members that a copy of the report would be available to those who wished to see it.

100(c).
COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP UPDATE (JULY)
Councillor Marilyn Cox reported to members on the recent Partnership meeting, which was held on 18th September.  The Visioning Event took place in the Wyedean Car Sales building on Saturday 27th July.

There were two dominant issues identified, being the Community Centre and youth issues.

A strong and inclusive partnership is required and whilst this already exists more partners are needed (i.e. Parishes and some interest groups).

The Partnership will need to prepare a Strategic Plan - focus required to develop this through the ‘Theme Groups’, each working on individual aspects.  This will be intensive over the 6-month period to work up to the final Draft Strategic Plan. The Community Centre and Youth groups already exist as strong themes.

Mike Lacey asked if some groups might see ‘quick win projects’ as money wasted when priority projects need large amounts to fulfil their needs.  Hannah explained that the purpose of these is the need to show The Initiative acts as well as listens.

Sarah Owens reported on the Initial Draft of the Coalway Area Planning for Real exercise, which brought in 200 results.  These are being taken back to the Steering Group for preparation of Action Plan by mid-October.

At present the Town Council gives administrative support.  This will intensify and The Town Council will be consulted to ascertain if they could support the increase.

100(d).
THE COLEFORD PROJECT – UPDATE ON MOSAICS (JULY)
Councillor Janet Marrott informed members that The Coleford Project is still awaiting ‘Tortus Test’ readings in order to meet the public liability requirements of the Councils insurance policy for the mosaics, which are situated in the Mushet Walkway.  The test readings are apparently the ‘property’ of Johnson’s – the suppliers of the mosaics. 

A letter had been received from Markerfold Ltd of Sling giving quotations for the annual etching and the supply of cleaning fluid for the cleaning of the mosaics for which Clive Hinton had been approached to carry out.

Mr Hinton has written to the Town Council raising concerns over potential problems caused by the slippery surface of the mosaics.  His company could only undertake the cleaning subject to certain conditions one being public liability during cleaning.

After much discussion members asked whether it would be possible for Johnson’s to supply the test readings direct to Cornhill Insurers if they will not supply the results to the Town Council.

100(e).
PARISH NEWSLETTER – JULY UPDATE
Councillor Marilyn Cox passed copies of draft newsletters around the table for member’s perusal.  The estimated cost of producing the newsletters was thought to be £1000 - £1300 with a possible further cost for distribution.

Members were asked to consider the possibility of producing the newsletter before the 1st April 2003, in time for the forthcoming elections.

Resolved:  Newsletter to be produced to suggested timescale with costs being taken from contingencies as funding for newsletter would not be available until the 2003/2004 budget.

100(f).
LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK – 17TH OCTOBER
The Clerk informed members that the FODDC were opening its doors between 10.30am – 4pm for its Open Day.  The Clerk asked members if they would like the Town Council Offices open between these times.

The Clerk also enquired which members could attend during these hours to answer questions from the public.

Resolved:  The Town Council office is to be open between the hours of 10.30am – 4pm. The following Councillors indicated their willingness to attend: G. Sindrey, M. Cox, J. Marrott, M. Morgan, M. Shallcross, G. Camp and Dr. J. J. Camp.

100(g).
LIGHTING – MUSHET WALKWAY
The Clerk informed members that Gordon Jones of Halcrow had confirmed the wattage of the lanterns for the Mushet Walkway to be higher than the lighting installed in St. John Street.  The lights are now on order.

101.
INDEPENDENT INTERNAL AUDITOR – QUOTATIONS
The Clerk asked members to confirm that they had each received a copy of the quotations for the Independent Internal Auditor.

After much discussion, members resolved to offer the position to Mr. A. Mackinnon.

Resolved:  To offer the position of Independent Internal Auditor to Mr. A. Mackinnon, commencing within the current year end 31/01/2003.  Limiting the first years fees to a maximum of £100.00 plus travelling expenses.

102. GPFA – INVITATION TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from the Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association.  Previously all Town and Parish Councils have received requests for donations to the association, however it is becoming increasingly difficult to budget upon voluntary contributions.

All Town and Parish Councils are being invited to become members of the Association with a minimum annual subscription of £50 for parishes up to 5,000 population and £100 for all parishes over 5,000. 

Resolved:  Agreed to become members at an annual subscription rate of £100.00.

103. COLEFORD YOUTH CLUB – HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES
Councillor Mrs G. A. Camp voiced to members her concern over the Coleford Youth Club opening times in the summer holidays – especially the month of August, when the opening hours seem to decrease.

At the very time of year when the school holidays are upon us, members felt that the Youth Club facilities should be available more often and not less.  Whilst members appreciated the need for staff to have their annual holidays, it was considered that some relief staff should be available for cover.

Resolved:  Members instructed the Clerk to write to County Councillor Peter Chamberlain asking him to take up this issue with the County Council at his next opportunity.  A copy of the letter to be sent to Chris Davies, Gloucestershire Youth and Community Services.

104. THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE – PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW OF GCC
The Clerk read a letter to members that had been received from The Boundary Committee for England.  Following the completion of the periodic electoral reviews of all the district council areas in Gloucestershire in June 2001, they are due to start a periodic electoral review of Gloucestershire County Council’s electoral arrangements on 6th August 2002.

The Boundary Committee would welcome any initial views by 25th November 2002.

105. FODDC – PROPOSED WORKS ON TREES WITHIN THE COLEFORD CONSERVATION AREA
The Town Council has received two notices of proposed works on trees from the FODDC, these being:-

1. Newland Street Car park – Works to Sycamore Tree

2. Buchanan Recreation Ground – Works to Oak Tree

Councillor C. Lusty expressed concern over the need to cut back the badly overgrown trees on the approach road to the bowling club because of the possible inaccessibility of emergency services.

Resolved:  Members instructed the Clerk to write to Rob Sweet, FODDC enquiring as to whether there are any restrictions applicable to the trimming of the overhanging branches.  The Clerk to point out the concern of the Town Council that this remedial work needs to be conducted as a matter of some urgency. 

106. GCC HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE & TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SEMINAR
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from Gloucestershire County Council – Environment Department inviting a member of the Town Council to their first Annual Highway Maintenance & Traffic Management Seminar on Monday 28th October 2002 starting at 6pm.  It will take place in the Lecture Theatre of British Energy Offices, Barnwood, Gloucester.

Resolved: Councillor Clive Elsmore to attend.

107. MR & MRS. NICHOLLS – REQUEST FOR ‘NO BALL GAMES’ SIGN – STEPBRIDGE, MILKWALL
The Clerk read out a letter to members that had been received from Mr & Mrs. Nicholls of Foxglove Way, Milkwall.

Due to a number of occurrences on the open space adjoining their property, Mr & Mrs Nicholls are requesting a ‘No Ball Games’ sign to be erected, and also suggest that the grass in that area be left to grow a little longer to discourage playing in that area.

After lengthy discussion, members were unanimous however in stating that in their opinion, ball games are a legally acceptable pastime within a public open space and declined the request.

The responsibility of the Town Council is to maintain the public open space and the play area to an acceptable and safe level as determined by R.O.S.P.A.  It is with some degree of empathy that the Councillors accept that antisocial behaviour arising from the use of the public open space is obviously distressing to the residents affected by it.  The Council suggested, as they have done in the past that this is an issue that needs to be addressed by the residents committee itself.

108. LIDDELL & ASSOCIATES – COMMUTED SUM RE MAINTENANCE OF PLAY AREA
The Clerk read out a letter to members from Liddell & Associates who are the Planning Consultants for the applicant who wishes to construct 13 dwellings adjacent to the Stepbridge Estate at Milkwall.

The applicant is prepared to contribute to the maintenance of the play space in the adjoining Westbury development, and would like the Town Council to give them an indication of the contribution that would be considered acceptable.

They are also aware that the access to the cycle track from the play space area could be improved, and the applicant is prepared to alter the path and steps leading to the bridge to take out the steps.

Resolved:  The Clerk to arrange a site visit between Coleford Town Council, FODDC and a representative from the Stepbridge residents association so that discussions may take place.

109.
WHITECLIFF ROAD

Councillor M. Weston expressed concern to members regarding the unacceptable condition of the public footpath from Whitecliff up towards the Town Centre.  It was suggested this item be taken forward to the next Highways meeting for consideration.

110.
PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2002 having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record, and the recommendations agreed accordingly.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott reiterated the need for the Building Regulations Inspectors to attend a site meeting at 6 & 6(a) St. John Street in respect of the lack of windows/ventilation.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF8273/A (P1093/02)

Alterations to existing

No objections.

Hillcrest,


vehicular access.

Lords Hill,

Coleford.

DF597/1/M (P1112/02)

Alterations and erection of a
No objections.

29, The Links,


two storey extension.

Coleford.

DF12417 (P1111/02)

Alterations and extension to
No objections.

5, Sparrow Hill,


dwelling.

Coleford.

DF6481/1/D/ADV (P1131/02)
Erection of an internally

No objections.

Motorhouse,


illuminated pylon sign.

Old Station Way,

Coleford.

DF147/1/N (P1142/02)

Application under regulation 3 for
No objections.

Coalway Community Infant 
the erection of a classroom

School, Coalway Road,

extension.

Coalway.

DF12424 (P1140/02)

Alterations and extension to
No objections.

37 Woodgate Road,

dwelling.

Mile End.

DF9270/A (P1151/02)

Alterations and extensions to
No objections.

1 Rose Cottage, Old Road,

dwelling.

Coalway.

Councillor Mr. M. Weston left the meeting at 8.55pm.

Members resolved to extend the meeting until 9.15pm.

111. DEFRA – PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS TO RETAIN ROLE IN PLANNING
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from DEFRA informing the Town Council that parish councils will continue to be notified of any relevant planning application.

112. GCC – INSPECTORS REPORT FOR THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASTE LOCAL PLAN REVISED DEPOSIT DRAFT 2002 – 2012
In accordance with the Town & Country Planning (Development Plan) Regulations 1999, the CC is required to make copies of the Report available to all interested parties within eight weeks of its receipt.  The Report can be viewed at ‘deposit’ locations which include the District Council and the County Council.  It is also available on the County Council website.

113. G. YOUNG – PRINCIPAL RFODC – COPY LETTER TO N. MAXFIELD GCC RE: COLLEGE DIRECTION SIGNS
The Clerk read out to members a letter from G. Young – Principal at the Royal Forest of Dean College, Five Acres to Neil Maxfield – GCC.

The College has requested that additional signage publicising the college’s whereabouts be erected in Coleford which the County Council has rejected.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write a letter to Mr. Maxfield, supporting the RFODC request for direction sign.

114. CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU INVITATION TO AGM
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from the CAB cordially inviting representatives from the Town Council to the Forest of Dean AGM and introduction of the pilot ICAS (Independent Complaints Advisory Service) for NHS users on, Monday 14th October 2002.

As from the 1st October the CAB will be running an additional service.  They have been funded by the Department of Health to run the pilot for the new ICAS services in the County.

115. CARE DIRECT
A response has been received form Meena Patel – Outreach Co-ordinator for CAREdirect further to the Town Councils request for a circulation list.  At present they are using GuiDE’s database but are developing their own, which will be an holistic database incorporating all organisations in each district. 

Libraries, community centres, hospitals, and doctors are not part of the GuiDE database but CAREdirect have contacted them all to pass on the publicity material and raise awareness.

116. ACACIA TREE – MARKET PLACE  - COLEFORD
The Clerk informed members that an inspection report had been received from GCC regarding the Acacia Tree in the Market Place, previously reported to members by Councillor J. J. Camp.

The report indicates that the condition of the tree is generally good. However, the consultant’s impression was that the tree was in a recovery phase after having been caused some degree of stress from root disturbance at the time that the area was re-landscaped.  Its condition should continue to be monitored.

117. FODDC – CORPORATE PLAN 2002-2005
A copy of the FODDC Corporate plan for 2002-2005 has been received by the Town Council.  The FODDC would be pleased to receive any comments by 1st November 2002.

Resolved:  Councillor J. A. Marrott took the document for inspection.

118. COLEFORD CEMETERY TREE
The Clerk read out to members a letter from Ross Tree Services who had carried out an inspection on the Beech tree in Coleford Cemetery.

The tree is heavily decayed by fungal infestation especially in and around the root system, with total tree failure highly likely.

Suggested options are:-

· Sectionally dismantle the tree to a pole and leave for habitat and conservation.  Although the risk would be reduced, the stem will die and in time require removal.  Cost £440 plus VAT.

· Sectionally dismantle the tree to near ground level.  Cost £600 plus VAT.

They would suggest that until any works are undertaken, the bench under the tree be relocated to reduce perceived risk.

An inspection was also carried out on the large Oak tree located within the grounds of St. Johns Primary School, overhanging the cemetery.  Because of the high use of the area it is suggested that the section of the crown over the school is crown cleaned (removal of dead, dying and diseased branchwood), due to the potentially high use of the area.  The section over the cemetery should have all major deadwood removed.

The cost for undertaking this work would be £240 plus VAT.

Resolved:  The Clerk to contact Rob Sweet FODDC and also obtain more quotes. St. Johns School to be notified of the comments in the report regarding their Oak tree. 

119. GRCC – AGM ‘INVESTING IN PARISHES’
The Clerk informed members that an invitation had been received from Gloucestershire Rural Community Council for anyone wishing to attend their Annual General Meeting and Conference, which is to be held on Wednesday 9th October.

The emphasis this year is on ‘Investing in Parishes’

120. MEMO – FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – PUBLICATION SCHEME
The Town Council is required to adopt a Publication Scheme under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  The date for submission to the commissioner is 31st December 2002.

Members were asked to examine the documents carefully and let the Clerk have any comments and/or suggestions for amendment to the model in readiness for discussion at the October meeting.

Members resolved to further extend the meeting until 9.25pm.

121. MEMBERS REPORTS
Councillor Miss. M. J. Shallcross reported to members that she had recently attended a Bells Foundation Meeting.  Generally grant applications had been very small but an advertisement had generated 26 new applications.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox reported to members that at the last Coleford Partnership meeting the question was raised regarding the future need to increase administration hours.  This was due to the transition into Phase 2 of the MCTi.  This would need to be discussed further.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott reported to members that she had recently attended the Civic Reception at the Speech House Hotel on the 13th September.  It was a very enjoyable evening.  Councillor Marrott also attended the AGM of Forest of Dean Crossroads Caring for Carers on the 20th September.

Councillor A. M. Lacey reported to the meeting about the recent inspection of the King George V Pavilion. He was pleased to see that it was much more presentable and more secure.  He thanked Mark Camp for his time in painting the outside of the Pavilion, which had brightened the building up immensely.

122. IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
ANGUS BUCHANAN RECREATION GROUND

Councillor C. Lusty voiced his concern to members over a number of incidents that had occurred at the Angus Buchanan Recreation Ground.

The stumps in the field to prevent vehicular access keep being removed and cars drive around on the grass causing a danger and nuisance.  Vehicle registrations have been taken and given to the Police.  There is also evidence that drug dealing/taking is going on in the same area.

At the last meeting of the recreation committee on the 23rd September it was discussed that if these incidents keep occurring, the gates will be locked and offenders kept inside the grounds until the Police arrive.

Councillors voiced their concerns about cars ramming the gates to get out and the danger of emergency vehicles being unable to gain access when necessary.  Councillor Lusty assured members that keys would be given to emergency services and bowling club officials.

Members declined to support this action and told Councillor Lusty that ultimately the decision lay in the hands of the recreation committee.  


123. ACCOUNTS
1754 Xerox Finance - photocopier





113.39

1755 RBS Software Solutions – payroll preparation 



  52.88

1756 C Bath – rent Oct – Dec





          3231.25

1757 FODDC – Cont to Mile End to 30/9/02



          1607.50

1758 npower – office







  71.76

1759 npower – underfloor lights town centre




  57.34

1760 Forest Keys & Trophies
 - spare keys




  35.00

1761 C Wilkins – wages






915.67


1762 H Gane – wages







531.15 1763 S Pritchard – wages (incl. cleaning)



          1208.95

1764 OfficeStar Group Ltd – desk fan




  32.88

1765 Inland Revenue 







  14.07

1766 GCC – pensions






         
397.05

1767 R M Smith – Clock Tower railings and formpave repair

123.50

1768 Shane R Ball Garden Services – watering flowers/pigeon mess
193.67

1769 FODDC – Rates







109.00

1770 Petty Cash







  75.00

1771 C Grail – bus shelter cleaning





  30.00

1772 F J Thomas – bus shelter cleaning




  90.00

1773 Mrs Roberts – bus shelter cleaning




  30.00

1774 Guy White – bus shelter cleaning




  40.00

1775 Gloucestershire Media – congratulations re Music Festival

  58.75

1776 H Gane – travelling expenses to Cheltenham



  45.44

1777 E Heal & Sons – bronze plaque town centre



287.88

1778 G E Capital Equipment Finance Ltd - photocopier


260.00

1779 Adrian Marshall – resolving network problems


  40.00

INCOME

High Interest Account

10/09/02
Gross Credit Interest





199.73

16/09/02
Norwich Union Dividend




  45.70

27/09/02
Norwich Union Dividend




  12.13

30/09/02
Precept






        58000.00

Current Account

05/09/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (McCarthy, Watkins, Smith,

470.00



Wells, Gwynne, Thomas)

25/09/02
Commonwealth War Graves Commission


  40.00

25/09/02
M. E. Damsell – Ref: R. Aston



  34.00

27/09/02
CAB Rent 01/10 – 31/12/02




950.00

27/09/02
Jubilee Mugs






  11.05

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.25pm.
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